
Informational Notes for 
EMDs and Local Officials 

Bulletin #5 - January 22, 2002

E-mail Addresses Wanted!!
If you change your email address, please give your SEMA Area Coordinator or SEMA’s Computer

Information Specialist Helen Stewart hstewart@sema.state.mo.us the correct information.  When you send
in your email information to Helen, please give us your name and organization, i.e. John Blow, EMD with
Little Muddy (Flooded County) 911, Fire & Ambulance District. Many EMDs are receiving the EMD
Bulletin via their county or city clerk’s email addresses, please make sure we have a correct email address.
Please share this information with your elected officials and other organizations in your local emergency
management community.

National Firefighter Assistance Grants total $210 M
FEMA will hold A Missouri/Kansas 

Workshop set for Jan 24 in Independence
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the United States Fire Administration

(USFA), State of Kansas and the University of Missouri Fire & Rescue Training Institute will host one
workshop for all firefighters in Missouri and Kansas  to explain the FY 2002 Assistance to Firefighters
Grant program application process. Firefighters can also get general assistance writing their competitive
narrative for their fire department’s grant application.  The free workshop will be offered Thursday,
January 24, at the Blue River Community College in Independence.

Congress recently passed a Homeland Defense spending bill which earmarks $210 Million for FEMA
specifically for additional funding for the national firefighter grant program.

The informational sessions will be offered from  1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. and repeated at 6:30 p.m. -
9:00 p.m, Thursday, January 24, in the Public Safety Training Institute Building on the Blue River
Community College campus, 2030 East 78 Highway, Independence.  Because of the size of the building,
FEMA asks that local fire departments send no more than two people to the workshop.

Homeland Defense Journal on Internet
The Homeland Defense Journal debuted on January 7th.  The second issue is dated January 21st. This

electronic publication’s mission is to create a forum for useful flow of information between the private and
the public sectors which positively influences and hastens solutions to homeland security requirements.

The first issue focused on the Congressional $40 Billion Homeland Security Defense funds package,
a weekly federal update and state initiatives.  If you are interested in viewing the Homeland Defense Journal,
you can both view and subscribe by going to their Internet website: www.homelanddefensejournal.com

EMI offers Basic Incident Command System On Line
The Emergency Management Institute (EMI) is offering the Incident Command System, IS-195 on

line. The web address is www.fema.gov/emi/is195  The Incident Command System (ICS) is recognized as
an effective system for managing emergencies.  As ICS gains wider use, there is a need to provide training
for those who are not first responders who may be called upon to function in an ICS environment.



This Basic ICS course has been developed as self instruction but can also be delivered with the use
of an instructor in a classroom. The course includes a large number of scenarios, examples and opportunities
for students to apply what they have learned.

If you plan to download and use the on-line course materials, you will enroll when you take the final
exam.  In order to download the course materials you must use Netscape version 4.75 or above or Microsoft
Internet Explorer 5.0 and above.

Missouri Security Panel Members and Mission

Governor Bob Holden appointed a 32 member Missouri Security Panel chaired by Missouri’s
Homeland Security Advisor Tim Daniel.  The Panel membership is divided into seven committees which
were asked to make recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature on how to better protect Missouri
from terrorists.  Kansas City and St. Louis have separate committees on the Panel. Each committee would
find subject matter experts from the public and the private sectors to help the committee make reasonable
recommendations to the full panel.  The full panel meets January 25 in St. Louis to make their
recommendation to Governor Holden and the Legislature.  On January 23, Governor Holden will make his
state of the state address to the House and Senate.  He is expected to focus his comments on four areas: the
Budget, Education, Economic Development and Homeland Security.

Kansas City Committee: Co-Chaired by Jackson County Executive Kathryn Shields and Kansas
City Mayor Kay Barnes.  St. Louis Committee: Co-Chaired by St. Louis County Executive Buzz Westfall
and St. Louis Mayor Francis Slay.

Medical, Health and Environment Committee: Co-Chaired by Dr. Maureen Dempsey, Director
Department of Health and Senior Services, and Dr. Richard Kurz of St. Louis University School of Public
Health.

Public/Private Partnerships and Public Awareness Committee: Co-Chaired by Judge Nanette
Baker of the St. Louis Circuit Court and Al Kemp, businessman. Other members are: Mayor Tom Carlson
of Springfield, Charles Jackson, Director Department of Public Safety; and State Representative Ken Legan
(R) of Halfway.   Two members of the Public Awareness subcommittee are Joye McElwee,
Springfield/Green County EMA, and Nancy Gonder, Department of Health.

Utilities Committee: Co-Chaired by Kelvin Simmons, Chairman of the Public Service Commission,
and Gary Rainwater, CEO of AmerenUE, St. Louis.

Government and Facilities Committee: Co-Chaired by Jay Nixon, Attorney General, and Lin
Appling of Office of Administration.  Other members are: Clerk Tom Simon of Missouri Supreme Court,
Presiding Commissioner Donny Stamper of Boone County; Mayor Joe Adams of University City, Col. Roger
Stottlemyre of State Highway Patrol; State Senator Harold Caskey (D) of Butler, State Senator John Russell
(R) of Lebanon, and BG Dennis Shull, adjutant general of the National Guard.   SEMA’s Jim Wakeman, Tom
Mohr, and the Guard’s Col. Robert Petrich are assisting the committee.

Transportation Committee: Co-Chairs are Henry Hungerbeeler, Director Department of
Transportation and Harriett Beard, Kirksville businesswoman; and Steve Waters of Division of Motor
Carriers and Railroad Safety.

Critical Technology Committee: Co-Chairs are Jerry Wethington, Director of Office of Information
Technology and Jan Newton, president of Southwestern Bell.

First Responder Committee: The three Co-Chairs are Chief Doug Westhoff of Task Force One,
Chief Richard Easley of Kansas City Police and Chief Sherman George, St. Louis Fire. Jerry B. Uhlmann,
Director State Emergency Management Agency is a Security Panel and a First Responder Committee
member.  Subcommittee members are: Jim Vermeersch of Missouri Sheriff’s Assn., Chief Steve Arnold,
Pattonville FPD, Dr. Joseph Waeckerle of Baptist Medical Center, Dr. Jeffery Lowell of Washington
University, Gary Christmann of St. Louis City EMA, Chief Keith Wood of Maryville Police, Glen Jirka of
MU Fire & Rescue Training Institute, Susan Green of Jefferson City/Cole County EMA, Domenic Serrone



of Kansas City Fire, David Hitt of Cape Girardeau County EMA, Maj. Ed Bliefnick of Highway Patrol, Gary
Woodson of Division of Fire Safety; David Hoover of Cox Medial Systems in Springfield, John Hark of
Hannibal/Marion County EMA.  SEMA’s John Campbell provides administrative support.

First Responder Committee Considerations

These are some of the items the First Responder committee is considering before they make their
recommendations to the full Missouri Security Panel on January 2:

* Proposing Awareness Level Training for all First Responders (Fire, Law Enforcement, EMS and
Hospital Emergency Room personnel).

* Considering asking the state to adopt a statewide Incident Command System (ICS) or Incident
Management System (IMS) for all disaster and emergency response.

* Providing more training and equipment to give citizens better statewide coverage.
* Improving Communications Inter-operability at both State and local levels.

Emergency Medical Services Added to Info Distribution

The Emergency Medical Services Association membership is now receiving the EMD bulletin and
will be receive the newsletter and other important emergency management information.  SEMA is happy to
fill this information void to a valuable partner in disaster work. 

Area Coordinator Changes Noted

Northwest Missouri Area Coordinator 1 Tom Mohr accepted a newly created terrorism position
within SEMA.  A. J. Lehmen will work with Area 1 directors and elected officials.  Northeast Missouri Area
Coordinator Colleen Dowd accepted a planning position at DNR.  Tom LeComte will work with Area 2 and
continue to work with Area 8.  SEMA hopes to be able fill the two vacancies after Governor Holden releases
his State of the State message on the budget.

Circle Your Training Calendars!

Two WMD Classes will be presented in February.  Contact Susan Rhoades in Training at 573-526-
9121 to register for the Feb 5-6 Medical Considerations for a WMD Event to be held in Springfield or the
Feb 13-15 Emergency Response to Terrorism: Basic Concepts at the SEOC in Jefferson City.

Spring Conference Set for March 31 - April 3

The SEMA/MEPA Emergency Management Spring Conference will be March 31- April 3 at Tan-
Tar-A Resort in Osage Beach, MO.  Speakers, workshops and breakouts will feature topics ranging from
WMD, homeland security, disaster response, volunteers, dispatcher response and business response.  This
year there will be an eight (8) hour continuing education course on WMD for dispatchers and
Communicators.  Mail your registration information and check to Spring Conference Coordinator Cathy
Zumwalt at SEMA and don’t forget to make your hotel reservation at Tan-Tar-A.


